Connecticut International Baccalaureate Academy
Parent Advisory Council Meeting

October 7, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Marianne Barton at 7:06 p.m.  There were six PAC officers and seven parents in attendance.    
The minutes of the September 2, 2009 meeting were submitted by Denise McMillen and were accepted without changes.    
The Treasurer’s report was submitted by Susan Ellsworth.  
Principal’s Report:

There was no Principal’s Report
SAB Report:

I.B. shelterless will be held October 16th.  Permission slips must be in by next Wednesday.  The PAC will provide pizza if asked.  
Old Business:
Marianne Barton said that the fundraising appeal netted over $700.  We should keep the money box available at all events in the future.  
Marianne Barton will be at the I.B. Inauguration and will hand out personalized paperweights.  

New Business:

Marianne noted that the Fall Dance date was changed to Friday, November 13th.  

College Night – We have four outstanding offers with no firm commitments as yet.  We have a Catholic College, a selective liberal arts college, a less selective liberal arts college and a state school.  Other possible schools are UCONN, University of Hartford and Clark University.  
Opt-Out Option – At the back of the CIBA student handbook, a provision of the “No School left Behind Act, is that the school district will black out a student’s name when it gives the list to the military.  However, Mr. Spiller said that he never gives out a list to the military, but it may be given out by the East Hartford District.  The form is not in the book.  

Alice Gosselin said that the students are no longer sitting for the AP exams in World History effective this year.  The students should have the option to take the exam and pay the fees.  Marianne Barton said that colleges like to see students take the exams.   Carolyn Kaufman noted that it may be the fee, which is estimated to be $40,  to take the exam which is the problem.  Right now, students don’t have an option.  We agreed that Marianne Barton will talk to Principal Art Arpin about administrating the test if the students pay for the exam.  

Marianne Barton discussed early decision application deadlines – they must be to Mr. Spiller in by October.  

CAS – We need Rachel Buck to talk to the PAC about CAS points.   We are still interested in this topic.  

Several parents asked about the passwords for the Progress Reports.   

A parent brought up the problems with the wireless computers – they have been experiencing breakdowns.  They are also configured for the school’s system, but students are not allowed to make changes in the configuration so they can work at home on wireless systems.  

Parents asked about summer work – when do the parents/students get feedback and grades?  

Denise McMillen brought up a situation that occurred in the last semester where all students in one Spanish Class got an “F” on their final exam due to a computer/input error that has not been corrected as yet.  

One parent noted that CIBA students have to pay for the PSAT’s but the students at East Hartford do not have to pay for the tests.  

ASVAB Test – Do CIBA students take this aptitude test for the military?  If yes, where does the information go?

Marianne Barton said that we should have another College night for Women’s colleges only.  January was suggested as a possible date.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.
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