Connecticut International Baccalaureate Academy
Parent Advisory Council Meeting

November 4, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Marianne Barton at 7:00 p.m.  There were seven PAC officers and four parents in attendance.    
The minutes of the October 7, 2009 meeting were submitted by Denise McMillen and were accepted without changes.    
The Treasurer’s report was submitted by Susan Ellsworth.  There are some expenses that have not been submitted such as pizza for I.B. Shelterless.  A parent asked where we were with fundraising, and Marianne Barton replied that we are on par with previous years.
Principal’s Report:

Principal Art Arpin said that the AP exam conflicts with the I.B. exams, which is the main reason we are not holding the AP exams any longer.  The cost is $70 - $80 per exam.  Marianne Barton thought she heard college admissions counselors say that they want students to take the exam if they take the course.  Principal Arpin disagreed.  They won’t offer the exam here.  Principal Arpin said that he would investigate if they can take it in their own school.
IB Shelterless was cold and rainy but they raised approximately $1,600.  The pizza we provided was greatly appreciated.  Forty percent of the student body is involved in Interact and SAB.  
In two weeks, NEASC will be evaluating the High School complex.  A copy of an invitation was provided for us to review.  Principal Arpin asked parents to volunteer for panel discussions.  

SAB Report:

There was no SAB Report
Old Business:
College Night – So far we have two definites – Sacred Heart and Hamilton.  Suggestions were made for one more college to attend such as Goodwin College, UHart, Eastern, Central or Southern.  We ask that everyone try to get their own children to attend.  Marianne Barton will put something up on Facebook.  
Fall Dance – We need chaperones and home-cooked food at Sunset Ridge School for the Fall Dance.  
New Business:

CAS – Principal Arpin passed out a sheet about CAS.  This is required for graduation.  We have in the past had students come into their senior year with very few hours and this has caused problems.  Principal Arpin discussed the new plan that will go into effect for all current freshmen.  These changes should make the CAS experience more meaningful.  

Open Discussion:
Bev Melo discussed an email about a situation at the Visual Arts II class.  They were censored in class – they could not draw nudes any longer in class.  Principal Arpin said that this is a public school and the building is visited often.  We have to take into account age-appropriate displays.  It appeared to be the display of the art work that had caused a situation.
College Night – “Girls Night Out” – let’s add other high schools and have this at the end of January.  January 19 – 26th.  January 11 – 16 is the tentative week.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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