Connecticut International Baccalaureate Academy
Parent Advisory Council Meeting

December 3, 2008

The meeting was called to order by Marianne Barton at 6:58 p.m.  There were eight PAC officers and five parents in attendance.    
The minutes of the October 1st meeting were submitted by Denise McMillen and were accepted without changes.
The Treasurer’s report was submitted by Susan Ellsworth.  
Principal’s Report:

Art Arpin reported that we have registered for IB exams, which take place in May in the Northern Hemisphere.  Of the 35 seniors, 30 are going for the full diploma.  This is the highest percentage ever.  Two Trinity students have asked for a retake of an IB exam in separate instances for two different time periods.  The two students do not know each other.  The Honor Roll pictures are up on the wall.  Recruitment efforts continue.  Art Arpin went to Ellington schools to recruit.  He has been to 20 schools so far.  Due to budget constraints, we will not be able to expand the freshman class.  The current freshman class has 54 students.  Maine and Vermont have IB schools.  Art is working with colleges for better acceptance of the IB degree.  The Connections Program here at CIBA is doing well.  Mr. Campbell Sr. is going to talk about his trip to Georgia (in the former USSR).  The Connections Program is spending more time on educating.  The seniors are working with the underclassman.  

Marianne Barton asked about using Connections to talk about summer programs.  Mr. Arpin responded that the Interact Club (an arm of Rotary) might be a good way to do this.  

SAB Report:

Zach Kessler presented the SAB report.  RSVP is a new program to assess the population – What problems do they have at school and can they be fixed?  We plan to export to Connections to get more opinions and ideas for SAB.  The students picked “Iron Man” for the movie night.  Jacquie and Carolyn will get the machine and all the supplies.  There is no admission and each student can bring one guest.  

Fundraising:

Marianne Barton said that we made about $810 from the sale of the Butter Braids.  This was less than last fall but in line with what other schools are seeing.  Jane, Phil and Marianne will do the distribution of the Butter Braids.  
Art Arpin said that we should notify parents to add the code for CIBA to their Shop Rite cards to earn money for the school.  

Old Business:

There is no news on the Trophy Case.  

Marianne Barton said that the next function is the Bingo Social.  Mr. Clarke will call Bingo.  Possible dates are January 30th.  We need to get prizes.  Marianne Barton will email a copy of the letter and form so that we can all fundraise for prizes for Bingo.  Examples of prizes are Dunkin Donuts gift certificates, Movie Rentals, Panera Gift Certificates, ITunes gift certificates.  Miles Kessler suggested that we put in an ad in the Yearbook congratulating seniors.  The ad would cost $50 for a full page ad.  The last submission date is January 23rd.   We will bring notes for the January meeting.  Please email Marianne Barton with ideas for the ad.  
College Night:

This is still up in the air.  This is open to Sophomores and Juniors.  Possible presenters would be University of Connecticut, Wesleyan, and Goodwin.  Possible dates are late in March or April.  A possible date of Wednesday, March 16 at approximately 7:00 was suggested.  Art Arpin will talk to Mr. Spiller  as we would like him to be a part of this.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
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