			      CIBA Parent Advisory Council
				  February 3, 2010


The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Eight parents and Art Arpin, Principal were present.

The minutes of the January meeting were not available due to the absence of Denise McMillen, Secretary. The treasurer’s report was  submitted and revewed.

Art Arpin announced that report cards had been delayed a few days due to problems with the new grading system. The problems were resolved and report cards were mailed earlier this week. CAPT testing is scheduled across the state beginning in the first week of March. Senior IB Oral Exams will also be scheduled during that week and the following weeks. Due to those events, students will follow a different schedule, and upperclassman will be allowed to come in later each morning.

Art reported that he had spoken to staff as a follow-up to last months PAC discussion about issues related to group projects, the assignment of group grades and the distribution of effort among group members. He reported that staff have assigned group projects for many years and are confident that they work well. He noted that teachers stated that groups are randomly assigned and that both group and individual grades are assigned in some cases. Sometimes grading also includes peer review and/or self -evaluations. Art stated that Science teachers especially value group projects because they feel that students have access to more data if they collect it and report to the group.

Art announced that CIBA has been named a Magnet School of Excellence by the Magnet Schools of America for the second year. Art also stated that CIBA is operating without bells and that students are getting to class on time.

In response to a question to a parent Art noted that there has been some discussion of a move to block scheduling. At present, the fact that CIBA shares several teachers with EHHS prohibits changes to the schedule, unless those changes were adopted by EHHS.

Jean Bartolotta raised the issue that there have been shortages of food at the later lunch periods. Art said that staff is working to address this issue. He also noted that students want more vegetarian options. 

Art will be attending an IB Conference in Oregon in August. He would like to bring students with him, but he will need a female chaperone. Plans for the trip have not been finalized as yet. 

Applications for next fall’s entering class are due next Friday.  Art reported that the two information sessions held to date have been very well attended, and 108 students have expressed interest in CIBA. Magnet school applications across the state have reportedly decreased this year. CIBA applications have been steady, and may require lotteries in some of the sending towns outside of East Hartford. The drawing for the East Hartford lottery will take place on March 4th.

Pizza Bingo Night is scheduled for Friday February 26 at 6:30 p.m. Prize donations have been steady. Tickets will be on sale in the office beginning February 22.

The Night of 1000 Dinners is scheduled for March 24th. All CIBA families are invited to this dinner and are encouraged to bring a traditional dish to share. Students provide entertainment following the dinner. Proceeds benefit the Adopt a Minefield Foundation. The Michael Abelon Walk to raise money for research into the causes and treatment of pancreatic cancer is scheduled for May 15th.

The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,



Marianne Barton









				
